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A Survey of Institutional Review Board on Clinical Evaluations of Assistive Products
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Abstract: Clinical evaluations are essential for research and development of assistive products. This study aimed to grasp
the current status of institutional review board on clinical evaluations of assistive products in Japan. A questionnaire was
sent to the staff of undergraduate and graduate schools of science and engineering, the members of the Japanese Society
for Wellbeing Science and Assistive Technology, the staff of companies developing assistive products. The questionnaire
included the implementation status of the clinical test of assistive products, the presence of institutional review board, the
presence of rules regarding research ethics, and so on. The results revealed that the number of schools with IRB has
increased gradually during the past decade, but many schools remain without IRB.
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