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Current Trends in Global Challenges in Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology (AT)
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Hisaichi OHNABET, Niigata University of Health and Welfare -« University of Pittsburgh

Abstract: The “Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities“was adopted at the United Nations (UN) General

Assembly in December 2006. The Japanese. ratification was approved by UN Secretariat on Jan. 20 2014. International
cooperation is declared in the Convention Article 32. The one billion assistive devices currently used will grow to nearly
3 billion by 2050 due to increase of the worldwide population of elderly and people with disabilities. The Global
challenges in AT meeting was held on September 18" 2014, Portugal to send the open letter to express our support to the

work of the General Assembly of the UN during the High-level meeting on Disability and Development scheduled for

September by 23" 2013. The open letter to UN was signed by AAATE, RESNA, AITADIS, ARATA, RESJA.
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