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Characteristics of Elderly Persons Requiring Care by means of Tap Task
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Abstract: The tap task means that the subject observes a moving target and touches a computer display to stop it when the
target enters a specified area on a computer display. Subjects perform normal task, suppressed task and delayed task. In the
suppressed task, the moving target disappears at some point during the trial. In the delayed task, there is some lag time
between the time of pressing button and of stopping target. In these tasks, subjects estimate the movement of the target,
and touch the display considering his/her own reaction time. In this study, we examined error data for 22 healthy elderly
persons and 21 elderly persons requiring nursing care at facilities which provide long term care services. As a result, the
tap task showed that it can supplement the conventional evaluation method of dementia in evaluating the function of the

perceptual motor coordination.
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Table. 1 Characteristics of the subjects classified by sex.

Means (S.D.)
Normal control Requiring care

Female Male Female Male

(n=12) (n=10) (n=14) (n=7)
Age 75.2(4.7) 729(6.9) 85.2(5.9 78.5 (8.7)
MMSE 29.0(1.3) 29.8(0.4) 140(135) 10.3(5.4)
TMIG 12.1(1.2) 124(0.7) 4.1(3.1) 4.1 (1.6)
LB 7.8 (0.4) 5.0(0.0) 2.9(1.8) 1.3(1.4)
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